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The  People  of  the  Middle  East 


Evaluating  Washington  tea  leaves  is  a  pre¬ 
carious  activity  when  the  Middle  East  is  in¬ 
volved.  Sadat's  murder,  the  long  drawn-out 
congressional  battle  over  the  AW  ACS  sale, 
and  conflicting  signals  from  the  White 
House  have  increased  the  murkiness. 

The  Washington  Post  recently  charged 
that  the  United  States  has  a  "secret  strategy" 
under  which  Saudi  Arabia  will  "build  and 
pay  for  a  massive  network  of  command,  na¬ 
val,  and  air  defense  facilities  large  enough  to 
sustain  U.S.  forces  in  intensive  regional 
combat  involving  the  Soviet  Union."  In  re¬ 
turn,  the  U.S.  "will  sell  the  Saudis  an  inte¬ 
grated  package  of  top-of-the-line  military 
technology." 


and  U.S.  Policy 

The  Administration  denies  a  secret 
strategy.  Its  public  one  is  to  create  an  anti- 
Soviet  military  alliance  with  Israel  and 
friendly  Arab  nations.  Throughout  the 
AWACS  debate,  officials  reiterated  that  the 
AWACS  could  become  the  linchpin  of  an  air 
defense  system  for  the  entire  Gulf  area.  The 
Arab-lsraeli  impasse  is  considered  a  tempo¬ 
rary  roadblock  to  fulfillment  of  the  U.S. 
dream. 

The  Arabs  are  resisting  the  U.S.  embrace. 
The  Israelis  want  more  togetherness.  At  pres¬ 
ent  the  U.S.  is  restricting  Israeli  collabora¬ 
tion  to  stockpiling  of  medical  supplies  in 
Israel,  joint  air  and  sea  maneuvers,  and  joint 
contingency-planning  against  a  Soviet  threat. 


Israeli  stockpiling  techniques  are  so  ad¬ 
vanced,  however,  that  the  Department  of 
Defense  may  begin  to  store  U.S.  tanks  and 
planes  in  Israel  as  well.  As  Anthony  Lewis 
pointed  out  in  the  September  21  New  York 
Times,  the  U.S.  seems  to  be  "allying  itself  to 
an  Israel  without  borders  to  the  north  and 
east." 

Not  Even  a  "Stray  Dog."  After  Sadat's 
murder,  a  number  of  European  countries  sig¬ 
naled  that  they  might  be  willing  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  Sinai  Force.  This  development 
was  a  pleasant  surprise  for  U.S.  officials, 
since  "for  months  we  couldn't  get  a  stray 
dog"  to  join  the  U.S. -sponsored  effort  (Rep. 
Roth,  Wl).  Pleasure  has  turned  to  dismay 
with  Israel's  objection  to  the  inclusion  of 
nations  that  criticize  the  Camp  David  pro¬ 
cess.  Some  Europeans  had  hoped  that  they 
could  promote  a  comprehensive  peace,  in¬ 
cluding  return  of  Arab  lands,  by  becoming 
involved  in  the  Force.  Congress  approved 
U.S.  participation  after  minimal  debate. 

The  Peace  Process.  August  7,  the  Saudis 
listed  eight  points,  previously  suggested  by 
the  UN,  as  guidelines  for  an  Arab-lsraeli 
peace,  including: 

•  Israeli  withdrawal  and  removal  of  settle¬ 
ments  from  all  territories  occupied  since 
1967; 

•  a  temporary  UN  trusteeship  over  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Zone; 

•  establishment  of  an  independent  Pales¬ 
tinian  state  with  East  Jerusalem  as  its  capi¬ 
tal; 

•  compensation  for  Palestinian  refugees 
who  do  not  want  to  return; 

•  freedom  of  worship  in  the  Holy  Places, 
and  the  right  of  states  in  the  region  to  live  in 
peace; 

•  UN  or  other  international  guarantees  of 
implementation  of  the  above  principles. 

U.S.  Policy  (Cont.  on  p.  2) 


LEBANON  TODAY 


Torn  by  internal  rivalries  and  ex¬ 
ternal  pressures,  the  agony  of 
Lebanon  seems  unending.  In  the 
summer,  Israel  responded  to  PLO 
attacks  with  a  brutal  ground,  sea 
and  air  bombardment  against 
Palestinian  areas  which  left  hun¬ 
dreds  dead,  wounded,  or  home¬ 
less.  The  uneasy  cease-fire  entered 
into  by  the  Israelis  and  the  PLO  in 
July  may  not  hold.  Some  foresee  a 
major  Israeli  invasion,  comparable 
to  that  of  1978. 

Syrian  missiles  constitute 
another  flash  point.  Israeli  support¬ 
ers  in  Congress  warn  that  Israel's 
patience  is  limited — if  the  U.S. 
doesn't  convince  Syria  to  remove 
its  missiles,  Israel  may  take  them 
out  by  force.  During  debate  on  the 
U.S.  foreign  aid  bill.  Senators 
added  funds  for  humanitarian  re¬ 
lief,  but  made  no  effort  to  end  ship¬ 
ments  of  arms  to  combatants. 

Write  for  FCNL  study:  The  Prob¬ 
lems  of  Lebanon. 
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U.S.  Policy  (Cont.  from  p.  1) 

The  Saudis  may  seek  official  UN  endorse¬ 
ment  of  their  plan  and  ask  the  Secretary 
General  to  sponsor  an  international  confer¬ 
ence  open  to  the  Soviet  Union.  Crown 
Prince  Fahd  has  emphasized  that  Western 
European  "interests  in  the  Arab  region  are  no 
less  important  and  vital  than  those  of  the 
United  States."  The  Saudi  proposal  has  been 
denounced  by  Israel  and  has  deeply  divided 
the  Arab  world.  Although  criticized  by  some 
Palestinian  groups,  it  has  been  called  a  basis 
for  discussion  by  Arafat,  the  jordanians,  and 
the  Egyptians. 

The  U.S.  position  is  less  clear.  After  laud¬ 
ing  the  plan  for  seemingly  recognizing  Israel 
as  a  nation,  the  U.S.  drew  back  and  reaf¬ 
firmed  its  commitment  to  Camp  David.  An 


Administration  witness  told  a  House  Foreign 
Affairs  subcommittee  that  several  of  the 
points  would  have  to  be  settled  by  negotia¬ 
tion,  including  the  degree  of  Israeli  with¬ 
drawal,  the  removal  of  settlements, 
sovereignty  over  the  West  Bank,  and  UN 
trusteeship. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

Urge  your  Senators  and  Representative  to 
ask  the  Administration  to: 

•  Concentrate  on  achieving  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  Israel i-Arab  peace.  Be  open  to  the 
Saudi  plan. 

•  Make  use  of  UN  expertise.  The  UN  has 
been  involved  in  observation  and 
peacekeeping  in  the  Middle  East  since  the 
Armistice  Agreements  of  1949.  UN  ob¬ 


servers  are  needed  on  all  Israeli-Arab  bor¬ 
ders. 

•  Stop  engaging  in  semantics  and  start  talk¬ 
ing  to  the  Palestine  Liberation  Organiza¬ 
tion  (PLO)  about  Palestinian  goals.  End 
restrictions  on  public  appearances  by  PLO 
leaders. 

•  Do  more  to  stop  bloodshed  in  Lebanon.  It 
does  no  good  to  talk  about  PLO  terrorism 
while  simultaneously  allowing  Israelis  to 
kill  Lebanese  with  U.S.  weapons. 

•  Halt  arms  shipments  to  the  Middle  East. 

•  Forget  the  "strategic  consensus"  and  its 
emphasis  on  an  anti-Soviet  alliance.  None 
of  the  explosive  developments  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  in  1981  is  the  fault  of  the  Soviet 
Union. 


PALESTINE:  Legacy  of  Colonialism  and  Terror 


For  centuries,  Palestine  suffered  invasion 
and  conquest.  Taken  by  the  Turks  in  the  16th 
century,  it  was  occupied  by  British  troops 
during  the  First  World  War.  Placed  under 
British  mandate  by  the  League  of  Nations  in 
1922,  it  became  the  object  of  a  fierce  strug¬ 
gle  over  the  Mandate's  goal  of  establishing  a 
"national  home  for  the  Jewish  people"  in 
Palestine.'  Britian  was  to  "facilitate  Jewish 
immigration"  and  "encourage  .  .  .  close 
settlement  by  Jews  on  the  land."  The  rights 
of  "other  sections  of  the  population"  were 
not  to  be  "prejudiced"  and  "self-governing 
institutions"  were  to  be  developed. 

The  Arabs,  who  constituted  90%  of  the 
population  of  Palestine,  resisted  Jewish  col¬ 
onization  and  demanded  independence. 
Periodic  Arab  uprisings  broke  into  open  re¬ 
bellion  in  the  1930s  with  the  accelerated 
inflow  of  Jewish  refugees  from  Nazism. 
When  Britain  sought  to  safeguard  Arab  rights 
by  limiting  Jewish  immigration  and  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  land,  the  Jews  turned  against  Britain. 

The  Jews  pointed  out  that  God  had  given 
Palestine  to  Abraham  and  his  seed.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  some  rabbis,  the  Promised  Land  ran 
from  the  Nile  to  the  Euphrates  and  may  have 
included  part  of  Syria  and  Lebanon.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  the  Jews  had  to  have  a  homeland. 
"They  are  and  they  are  not.  They  are  a  peo¬ 
ple  and  they  lack  the  props  of  a  people.  They 
are  a  disembodied  ghost"  (Chaim  Weiz- 
mann). 

Palestinian  Arabs  didn't  need  political 
rights,  according  to  Zionists,  because  the 

'The  Jews  refused  Britain's  offer  of  Ugat  •Ju  iPl 
1902  because  it  was  not  their  historical 
homeland.  Britain's  alternative  offer  of  El  Ar- 
ish,  on  the  border  of  Palestine,  came  to 
naught  because  of  lack  of  water. 


political  aspirations  of  the  Arab  "race"  had 
been  met  by  creation  of  other  Arab  states. 
Since  Palestine  had  become  an  armed 
camp,  Britain  turned  to  the  UN.  The  UN 
recommended  partition,  combined  with 
economic  union.  The  Arabs  objected,  and 
fighting  broke  out.  The  Jews,  convinced  that 
God  would  fulfill  His  promise  in  His  own 
time,  accepted  partition  as  a  partial  loaf  and 
proclaimed  the  state  of  Israel  in  May  1948. 
The  Arab  nations  attacked.  More  than 
700,000  Palestinians  fled  as  Israel  expanded 
its  borders  (see  map). 

The  Armistice  lines,  negotiated  under  UN 
auspices  in  1949,  remained  Israel's  de  facto 
boundaries  until  the  "Six  Day  War"  of  1 967 
when  Israel  moved  into  the  rest  of  Palestine 
west  of  the  Jordan,  the  Golan  Heights,  and 
the  Sinai.  In  1 973,  Egypt  launched  an  attack 
to  regain  its  lost  territory  in  the  Sinai.  Return 
was  finally  assured  by  the  fgyptian-lsraeli 
Peace  Treaty  of  1979. 

Since  1967 

Arab  Lands.  Immediately  after  the  1967 
sweep,  Israeli  public  opinion  favored  return¬ 
ing  most  occupied  territory  to  Arab  control. 
Opinion  has  shifted  since  that  time.  Upon 
his  election  in  1977,  Prime  Minister  Begin 
accelerated  expropriation  of  Arab  lands  for 
Jewish  settlements,  particularly  in  the  West 
Bank,  but  also  in  Gaza,  the  Golan  Heights, 
and  East  Jerusalem.  Some  7000  settlers  have 
moved  into  the  West  Bank  in  the  last  six 
months,  and  additional  movement  is 
planned. 

The  Fundamental  Policy  Guidelines, 
issued  after  the  1981  election,  affirm  that 
autonomy  for  the  occupied  territories  means 
"neither  sovereignty  nor  self-determi¬ 
nation."  Jewish  settlement  throughout  the 


occupied  territories  is  declared  to  be  "a  right 
and  an  integral  part  of  the  nation's  security," 
while  Israel  "will  not  descend  from  the  Golan 
Heights,  nor  will  it  remove  any  settlement 
established  there."  The  Government  will  de¬ 
cide  when  to  "apply  Israeli  law,  jurisdiction, 
and  administration  to  the  Golan  Heights." 
Jerusalem  is  declared  to  be  the  "eternal  capi¬ 
tal  of  Israel." 

Population.  Israel,  as  defined  by  the  1 949 
lines,  has  an  estimated  population  of  3.6 
million.  Of  that  number,  some  85%  are 
Jews.  Slightly  over  half  were  born  in  Israel, 
some  25%  in  Europe  and  the  Americas,  and 
20%  in  Asia  and  Africa.  The  Jewish  com¬ 
munity  is  divided  into  two  main  groupings: 
40%  are  Ashkenazi  Jews  of  Eastern  European 
origin;  60%,  Sephardi  and  Oriental  Jews 
from  the  Near  East  and  the  Mediterranean 
basin.  Tension  between  the  two  groups  has 
grown  as  the  older  established  Ashkenazis 
have  seen  their  numbers  and  influence 
eclipsed  by  waves  of  Sephardi  and  Oriental 
immigrants.  pa|„,i„e  ,Con(.  „n  p.  J) 

THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed  by 
24  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  12  other 
Friends'  organizations  in  the  United  States.  Ex¬ 
pressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASF1INC- 
TON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Committee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings  of 
the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for 
like-minded  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  Contri¬ 
butors  to  Middle  East  section:  Frances  Neely, 
Nancy  Newman,  Ed  Holmes,  Walter  Sullivan. 
Other  contributors:  Ed  Snyder,  Ruth  Flower, 
Wil  Hartzler,  Caroline  Packard,  Ellen  Nissen- 
baum,  Steve  Linscheid,  Fed  Zuern,  Vereene 
Parnell,  Linda  Coffin.  Subscription  price  $15 
per  year.  Also  available  in  microform  from 
University  Microfilms  International,  300 
North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml 
48106. 
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THE  CHANGING  MAP  OF  ISRAEL 
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UN  Partition 
of  1947 


Palestine  (Cant,  from  p 


1981  Election.  Prime  Minister  Begin  and 
the  Likud  group,  which  had  been  expected 
to  lose  to  the  Labor  Alignment,  slipped  in 
with  one  more  seat  than  their  rival.  This 
unexpected  win  was  partially  due  to  an 
appeal  to  the  disadvantaged  Sephardi  com¬ 
munity  through  a  series  of  tax  and  other 
breaks. 

The  support  of  three  small  religious  parties 
gave  Begin  the  necessary  Knesset  votes  to 
form  his  new  paper-thin  government.  These 
parties  are  using  their  influence  to  increase 
religious  requirements  within  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  community  at  large. 

STANDING  WITH  ISRAEL 

"God  has  blessed  America  because  Amer¬ 
ica  has  blessed  the  lew — His  chosen  peo¬ 
ple.  Israel  also  has  a  legal  and  historical  right 
to  the  land  of  Palestine."  These  words  from  a 
letter  by  )erry  Falwell  typify  the  beliefs  of 
many  American  church  leaders.  As  )erry  Fal¬ 
well  has  said,  "To  stand  against  Israel  is  to 
stand  against  Cod." 

Evangelical  leaders  met  with  Menachem 
Begin  in  early  1 980  and  agreed  that  the  land 
of  Israel  includes  the  old  territories  of  )udea 
and  Samaria,  now  the  West  Bank,  and  that 
lerusalem  is  its  capital. 


Israel  is  seen  as  playing  a  key  role  in  the 
final  apocalypse.  TV  evangelist  Pat  Robert¬ 
son  has  said,  "I  think  a  war  w'ith  the  Soviet 
Union  in  the  Middle  East  is  inevitable,  if  I 
read  Bible  prophecy  properly.  The  chances 
are  that  the  United  States  will  come  in  as  a 
defender  of  Israel." 

An  aide  to  Prime  Minister  Begin  has  been 
quoted  as  saying  that  the  evangelicals  "are  a 
pillar  that  Israel  has  in  the  United  States. 
They  number  ten  times  the  lews  in  America, 
and  they  are  outspoken.  Naturally,  we  look 
kindly  on  what  they  are  doing."  Following 
the  Israeli  attack  on  the  Iraqi  nuclear  plant. 
Begin  called  |erry  Falwell  to  explain  Israel’s 
rationale.  When  Begin  was  in  the  U.S.  in 
September,  he  met  with  Falwell. 

"They  Are  and 
They  Are  Not" 

The  nearly  four  million  Palestinians,  Mus¬ 
lim  and  Christian,  are  a  scattered  people.  In 
Israel  there  are  500,000.  In  the  occupied 
territories  of  the  West  Bank,  the  Gaza  Strip, 
and  East  lerusalem,  there  are  1.2  million. 
Most  of  the  remainder  live  in  other  Middle 
East  countries  (see  FCNL  Newsletter,  2/80). 

Those  who  are  well  educated  frequently 
can  find  high  paying  jobs  in  OPEC  countries 


or  outside  the  Middle  East.  But  many  provide 
a  cheap  pool  of  unskilled  labor. 

About  1.8  million  are  registered  as  ref¬ 
ugees  or  displaced  persons  with  the  United 
Nations  Relief  and  Works  Agency  (UN¬ 
RWA).  Some  Palestinian  babies  are  fourth 
generation  refugees.  More  than  30%  of  reg¬ 
istered  refugees  are  under  1 5  years  of  age.  A 
quarter  of  heads  of  households  are  women. 

More  than  650,000  of  the  registered  ref¬ 
ugees  live  in  51  UNRWA  refugee  camps  set 
up  in  1950  in  Iordan,  Syria,  Lebanon,  the 
West  Bank,  and  Gaza  or  in  10  temporary 
camps  established  in  East  Iordan  and  Syria 
after  the  1 967  hostilities.  Most  people  living 
in  camps  were  born  there. 

UNRWA 

Education  is  enthusiastically  sought  be¬ 
cause  it  can  provide  an  escape  from  refugee 
life.  More  than  half  of  UNRWA's  current 
$238  million  budget  goes  to  education.  Ab¬ 
out  320,000  registered  children  attend  UN¬ 
RWA  elementary  and  intermediate  schools; 
another  80,000  go  to  government  or  private 
schools,  sometimes  with  UNRWA  aid  when 
agency  schools  are  too  far  away.  UNRWA 


UNRWA  (Cont.  on  p.  4) 
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UNRWA  (Cont.  from  p.  3) 

vocational  and  teacher  training  programs  are 

not  able  to  meet  the  demand. 

UNRWA  continues  to  provide  health  ser¬ 
vices,  with  a  focus  on  preventive  measures 
(see  FCNL  Newsletter 2/80).  Efforts  are  made 
to  provide  minimal  food  rations  to  those 
most  in  need — widows,  the  aged,  the  handi¬ 
capped,  and  the  chronically  ill. 

Budget  deficits  are  a  continuing  threat  to 
all  UNRWA  programs.  This  year's  deficit, 
exacerbated  by  inflation,  has  been  projected 
at  $80  million. 

Jordan's  economy  is  especially  depen¬ 
dent  on  Palestinians.  About  half  of  Iordan's 
population  is  of  Palestinian  origin. 

Occupied  Territories.  There  are  two  ref¬ 
ugee  camps  in  the  Gaza  Strip  and  more  than 
350,000  registered  refugees;  ten  camps  in 
the  West  Bank  and  more  than  300,000  reg¬ 
istered  people.  Israeli  rule  causes  problems 
inside  and  outside  the  camps.  Occasional 
curfews  have  disrupted  relief  services. 
Education  is  tightly  controlled.  There  are 
special  permits  for  teachers  and  universities, 
and  restrictions  on  books  and  materials.  The 
authorities  may  dismiss  students  or  profes¬ 
sors,  or  close  down  schools.  Bir  Zeit  Uni¬ 
versity  in  the  West  Bank  has  recently  been 
closed  indefinitely.  UNRWA  training  and 
youth  activity  centers  have  been  closed  for 
periods  of  time. 

In  the  Gaza  Strip,  refugees  outnumber  the 
indigenous  population  two  to  one.  Inade¬ 
quate  resources,  including  water,  make  the 
refugees  dependent  on  the  Israeli  economy 
and  UNRWA  services.  The  birth  rate  is  very 
high;  half  of  the  refugee  population  is  under 
fourteen.  Problems  of  overcrowding  are 
aggravated  by  the  authorities'  occasional 
practice  of  punishing  families  for  a  family 


member's  alleged  crime  by  demolishing 
their  homes. 

Military  conflicts  in  Lebanon  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  death  and  wounding  of  ref¬ 
ugees.  Refugee  shelters  have  suffered  exten¬ 
sive  damage  in  areas  around  Tyre  and  Sidon 
(see  map).  Primitive  air  raid  shelters  have 
been  built  in  southern  camps.  Hospital  beds 
are  in  short  supply,  partly  because  of  limita¬ 
tions  on  where  Palestinians  are  welcome. 


The  Palestinian  Liberation  Organization 
has  become  increasingly  involved  in  relief 
and  education  of  refugees  in  Lebanon.  It 
provides  medical  services,  runs  schools  and 
small  factories  which  produce  clothing, 
blankets,  etc. 

The  PLO  was  founded  in  1-364.  An 
umbrella  organization  for  many  groups  of 
Palestinians  (see  FCNL,  2/80),  the  PLO  en¬ 
compasses  hardline  extremists  as  well  as 
moderates.  Although  it  has  assumed  respon¬ 
sibility  for  many  aspects  of  Palestinian  life, 
the  U.S.  press  gives  greater  publicity  to  its 
guerrilla  activities.  The  PLO  has  been  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  representative  of  the  Palestinian 
people  by  more  than  1 1 5  countries. 


IHow  IHigh  a  Stockpile? 

Middle  East  nations  import  more  weapons 
than  any  other  region  in  the  world:  32%  dur¬ 
ing  1977-80.  About  12%,  or  1.5  million  of 
the  Middle  East's  people,  were  in  the  armed 
forces  in  1980. 

Israel  has  become  a  major  arms  exporter, 
ranking  11th  in  the  world,  1977-80.  With 
diminished  U.S.  restrictions  on  export  of 
arms  containing  U.S.  technology  or  parts, 
Israeli  officials  hope  to  double  arms  sales 
abroad  to  $2  billion  in  '82. 


Arms  Transfers  to  the  Middle  East  1975-79  (million  $) 


TOTAL  USA  USSR  FRANCt  UR  W  CER  CZECH  ITALY  OTHERS 

$32,900  $13,700  $10,300  $2,200  $2,100  $925  $420  $650  $2,620 


PROFILES  OF  ISRAELI  OFFICIALS 

Menachem  Begin  (Prime  Minister) — 68, 
born  in  Poland,  law  degree  from  University 
of  Warsaw,  arrived  Palestine  1942,  leader  of 
underground  guerrilla  movement,  founder/ 
leader  of  Herut  (Freedom)  Party  since  1 948, 
member  of  Knesset  since  1949. 

Major  General  Ariel  Sharon  (Minister  of 
Defense) — 53,  born  in  what  was  to  become 
Israel,  career  army  officer,  member  of  Knes¬ 
set  since  1973,  Minister  of  Agriculture  1977- 
81. 

Yitzhak  Shamir  (Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs) — 66,  born  in  Poland,  arrived  Pales¬ 
tine  1935,  attended  Hebrew  University  of 
jerusalem,  guerrilla  fighter,  civil  servant, 
businessman,  elected  to  Knesset  1973, 
elected  Speaker  1977. 

Dr,  Josef  Burg  (Minister  of  Interior  and 
Religious  Affairs) — 72,  born  in  Germany, 
PhD  University  of  Leipzig,  arrived  Palestine 
1 938,  teacher,  member  Knesset  since  1 949, 
various  ministerial  posts,  chief  Israeli  dele¬ 
gate  to  Palestinian  autonomy  talks  with 
Egypt. 


PLO  LEADERSHIP 

Yasir  Arafat  (Chairman  of  Executive 
Committee) — 52,  born  in  Jerusalem,  en¬ 
gineering  degree  from  Cairo  University, 
guerrilla  fighter  during  British  occupation  of 
40's  and  later.  Army  reserve  officer  and  en¬ 
gineer  in  Egypt  1 956-57,  engineer  in  Kuwait 
1 957-65,  founder  of  Fatah — the  most  impor¬ 
tant  component  of  the  PLO. 

Farouk  Kaddoumi  (Head  of  Political  De¬ 
partment) — 50,  born  in  West  Bank,  guerrilla 
in  1940's  against  British,  economics/polit¬ 
ical  science  degree  from  American  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Cairo,  usually  heads  PLO  UN  delega¬ 
tion. 

Khalil  Wazir  (Commander  of  Fatah 
military  force) — 46,  born  in  what  was  to 
become  Israel,  fled  to  Gaza  in  1948,  secre¬ 
tary  of  Gaza  Students'  Union,  attended  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Alexandria  1956,  director  of  maga¬ 
zine,  guerrilla. 


SAUDI  ARABIA 
SYRIA 

UNA  EMIRATES 
NORTH  YEMEN 
SOUTH  YEMEN 
OTHERS 


Intisar  Wazir  (Head  of  Welfare  and  So¬ 
cial  Affairs  Institution) — born  in  Gaza,  re¬ 
portedly  holds  degree  in  social  work  from 
Cairo  University,  member  of  underground, 
founder/present  secretary  of  General  Union 
of  Palestine  Women. 


Columns  may  not  add  due  to  rounding 
Source:  Arms  Control  &  Disarmament  Agency 
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GETTING  READY  FOR  ELECTIONS:  Members  of  Con¬ 
gress  whose  terms  expire  in  1982  are  organ¬ 
izing  their  campaigns  now.  Their  need  for 
volunteer  staff  provides  Friends  with  an  ex¬ 
cellent  opportunity  to  support  responsible 
and  conscientious  candidates  and  to  encour¬ 
age  thoughtful  approaches  to  key  issues. 

Friends  may  volunteer  in  many  ways,  includ¬ 
ing:  distributing  literature  for  your  can¬ 
didate;  discussing  issues  with  friends  and 
neighbors  and  encouraging  them  to  register 
and  vote;  helping  at  campaign  headquarters; 
and  researching  and  writing  position  papers 
on  issues  of  concern  to  Friends.  Those  in¬ 
terested  should  contact  local  precinct  lead¬ 
ers,  candidates'  offices  or  organizations 
that  support  specific  candidates  (such  as 
the  Council  for  a  Liveable  World  or  the  Nat'l 
Cmte  for  an  Effective  Congress).  For  fur¬ 
ther  suggestions,  write  to  FCNL  for  the  "How- 
To"  Series.  Individual  copies  are  25*^;  bulk 
rates  are  also  available. 


ACTING  WARLIKE:  Congress  has  given  Pres. 
Reagan  all  the  arms  he  requested.  On  Nov. 
l8,  the  Addabbo  motion  to  delete  funds  for 
the  MX  missile  was  defeated  139-26U;  his 
motion  to  delete  funds  for  the  B-1  bomber 
was  defeated  1^2-263.  The  vote  came  up 
right  after  Pres.  Reagan's  speech  on  Euro¬ 
missile  negotiations,  which  is  said  to  have 
swayed  50  to  80  votes  against  cuts  on  the 
grounds  that  negotiations  would  be  under¬ 
mined.  On  Dec.  3,  in  the  Senate,  the  Hat¬ 
field  OR  amendment  to  cut  military  research 
and  procurement  $1.73  billion  was  defeated 
36-57  and  the  Rollings  SC  amendment  to 
transfer  B-1  bomber  funds  to  conventional 
arms  was  defeated  28-66. 

TALKING  PEACE:  FCNL  welcomed  Pres.  Reagan's 
Nov.  l8  speech  as  recognizing  that  U. S.  sec¬ 
urity  can  be  met  by  negotiated  arms  reduc¬ 
tions  rather  than  increases,  but  raised 
"hard  questions"  about  his  proposal  —  why, 
for  example,  did  he  limit  it  to  intermediate 
range  ballistic  missiles  when  aircraft-, 
submarine-,  and  small  battlefield-nuclear 
weapons  also  pose  a  danger  to  Central  Euro¬ 
peans?  Write  for  G-5L. 


IMMIGRATION:  House  and  Senate  Immigration 
Subcommittees  expect  to  rewrite  the  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Nationality  Act  (iNA).in  early 
1982.  The  President  has  already  submitted 
proposals  on  undocumented  aliens  and  eco¬ 
nomic  refugees  from  Haiti  and  Cuba  in  S.I765/ 
H. R. L832.  These  bills  would  re-establish 
the  temporary  Mexican  workers  program  and 
grant  the  president  broad  powers  in  an  "ini' 
migration  emergency."  Cuban  and  Haitian 
refugees  and  temporary  workers  would  not  be 
eligible  for  many  state  and  federal  assis¬ 
tance  programs. 

PLO  VISAS:  In  an  effort  to  comply  with  1975 
Helsinki  Accords,  Congress  amended  the  INA 
in  1979  to  make  members  of  groups  such  as 
communist  parties  eligible  for  temporary 
visas.  Unfortunately  PLO  representatives 
are  specifically  excluded  from  this  general 
waiver  process.  As  host  of  the  UN,  the  US 
is  required  to  issue  visas  to  members  of 
the  PLO  UN  mission.  But  travel  is  restrict¬ 
ed  to  a  25-mile  radius  of  New  York  City. 
Visits  by  other  PLO  leaders  are  only  rarely 
allowed,  usually  for  hiomanitarian  reasons 
and  on  the  condition  they  will  not  speak  in 
public.  If  the  US  is  to  play  a  helpful 
role  in  the  Middle  East,  the  American  people 
need  to  understand  the  goals  of  the  Pales¬ 
tinians.  Ask  members  of  Congress  to  amend 
INA  to  allow  more  PLO  visits. 


PEACE  ACADEMY:  Bills  to  create  a  U. S.  Acad¬ 
emy  of  Peace  have  been  introduced  in  Con¬ 
gress.  Sen.  Spark  Matsunaga  HI  and  51  co¬ 
sponsors  introduced  S.I889  on  November  2h. 
Rep.  Dan  Glickman  and  55  cosponsors  intro¬ 
duced  H. R. 5088  on  November  21.  The  legis¬ 
lation  woiold  provide  $15  million  for  a 
building  in  Washington  DC  and  $l6  million 
for  the  first  two  years  of  operation.  Text 
of  the  bill  in  the  Congressional  Record, 
II/2L,  p.  SlLoUl. 


DETERRENCE???  FCNL  testimony  before  the  Sen. 
Foreign  Relations  Committee  Nov.  19  urged 
examination  of  the  deterrence  doctrine  it¬ 
self  as  fueling  the  arms  race  and  decreasing 
U.S.  secu'^ity.  Write  for  T-l4  or  ask  your 
Senator  to  send  you  the  printed  hearing. 
Strategic  Weapons  Proposals.  Deterrence 
was  also  a  theme  in  Ed  Snyder's  Stockholm 
presentation  at  a  meeting  called  by  Swedish 
Quakers  on  the  subject,  "Why  Does  Not  the 
Process  of  Disarmament  Begin?"  Write  for 

G-L6. 
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DRAFT  UPDATE:  Reagan's  Defense  Manpower  Task 
Force  has  almost  completed  its  report  on 
draft  registration.  The  Task  Force  has  not 
agreed  on  a  single  recommendation,  so  it 
will  present  several  options  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent.  The  possibility  of  ending  registra¬ 
tion  will  be  included.  Reagan  is  expected 
to  decide  by  the  end  of  December.  No  con¬ 
gressional  action  is  expected  unless  Reagan 
makes  a  specific  recommendation. 

Only  TT^  of  draft-age  men  have  registered 
for  the  draft  so  far  this  year.  If  I981 
non-registrants  were  added  to  those  in  198O, 
the  total  would  reach  about  800,000.  iQk 
cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Justice  Dept, 
for  possible  prosecution.  On  Dec.  7,  the 
first  case  was  presented  to  a  federal  grand 
jury  for  indictment.  That  non-registrant, 
Scott  Aaseng  of  Northfield  MN,  is  a  reli¬ 
gious  objector  who  has  stated  that  he  cannot 
reconcile  cooperation  with  Selective  Service 
requirements  with  his  Christian  beliefs.  On 
Dec.  9j  the  Justice  Dept,  ordered  all  indict¬ 
ment  proceedings  suspended  until  Reagan  an¬ 
nounces  his  decision  on  the  draft. 


DAVID  STOCKMAN'S  EDUCATION:  Atlantia  Month¬ 
ly  's  interview  with  Stockman  illuminates  the 
ower  struggles  and  strategies  behind  the 
1981  budget  process.  The  article  was  re¬ 
printed  in  the  Congressional  Record  (CR) , 
11/10/81,  pp.  S13224-3^.  Your  member  of 
Congress  can  send  you  a  CR  reprint  if  you 
have  not  been  able  to  purchase  a  copy  of 
the  Dec.  Atlantia  Monthly.  Ask  members  of 
Congress  what  they  think  of  the  article. 


TEXAS  KICKAPOO  BILL:  Write  your  Representa¬ 
tive,  urging  early  passage  of  H.R. 4^96,  a 
bill  to  assist  the  small,  very  traditional 
band  of  Kickapoo  Indians  living  at  Eagle 
Pass,  TX.  Because  of  seasonal  migration  be¬ 
tween  the  U. S.  and  Mexico,  their  U.S.  citi¬ 
zenship  status  is  not  always  recognized.  De¬ 
nial  of  health  services  by  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  has  led  to  serious  health  problems. 

The  bill  clarifies  their  citizenship  status, 
provides  for  a  small  reservation  land  base, 
and  provides  for  the  same  services  offered 
to  other  Indian  tribes.  FCNL  testified  in 
support  of  H.R. 4496  on  Oct.  30.  (Request  T-13) 


HANDGUN  CONTROL:  The  Administration  has  se¬ 
verely  curtailed  enforcement  of  the  Gun  Con¬ 
trol  Act  of  1968,  first  by  proposing  a  $30 
million  cut  in  funding  for  the  Bureau  of 
Alcohol,  Tobacco  and  Firearms  and  then  by 
moving  to  eliminate  the  Bureau  altogether, 
with  its  functions  distributed  to  other 
Treasury  components.  Hearings  are  to  be 
December  9  &  H  on  the  McClure  ID  bill, 
S.I030  (H.R.33OO  by  Volkmer  MO),  which  would 
seriously  weaken  the  I968  law,  increasing 
the  number  of  handguns  and  resulting  in  more 
violence. 

FOOD  STAMP  UPDATE:  After  lengthy  conflict. 
Farm  Bill  conferees  have  agreed  on  the  Food 
Stamp  program.  Money  was  authorized  only 
for  1982.  Helms'  amendment  passed,  further 
postponing  cost-of-living  adjustments  in 
benefits.  Should  Congress  pass  the  proposed 
k%  cut  in  the  federal  budget,  the  Food  Stamp 
program  would  be  exempt. 
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